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Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order): 
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Upcoming SOM meetings: 
9/1/16 
•  Advisory @ 11am 
9/6/16 
•  Hist/Theory/Comp @ 11am 
•  Music Ed @ 11am 
9/8/16 
•  Curriculum @ 11am 
9/13/16 
•  SFSC @ 11am  
•  Music Ed Search @11am 
9/20/16 
•  Faculty @ 11am 
9/22/16 
•  Grad Advisory @ 11am 
9/27/16 
•  Equipment @ 11am 
9/29/16 
•  Curriculum @ 11am 
10/4/16 
•  Advisory @ 11am 
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Glenn Block has returned to ISU for his 26th year as Director of  Orchestras after 
being on sabbatical since January, 2016.  His sabbatical research consisted of  guest 
conducting in South America, Vietnam, and Italy.  During the summer, he returned 
to South America with guest conducting engagements in Argentina, and spent the 
month of  July in Asuncion, Paraguay conducting four different orchestras over 
three weeks.  The Teatro Colon in Buenos Aires has invited Glenn to return to 
guest conduct in 2017, and also invited him to lead a new project for the Colon in a 
series of  conducting seminars over the next two years.  Dr. Block has begun 
rehearsals with this year's ISU Symphony, which he reports as being one of  the 
largest and most mature orchestras he has led at ISU. 
Karyl Carlson accompanied a recital featuring Sidney Megeff, the 2016 John 
Ferrell Madrigal Scholarship winner, along with 
Kristin Moroni and Josh Ramseyer, at 
Westminster Village.  Audrey Ferrell was the guest 
of  honor for the recital.  The IL-ACDA held their 
annual summer ReTreat on campus on June 24 
and 25.   Over 120 choral musicians from around 
the state gathered for the two-day workshop. 
Karyl, as past-president, presided over several 
sessions, and received a grants from IL ACDA 
and the ACDA Fund for Tomorrow to host a 
festival in Chicago on October 28.  "Join Voices, 
Chicago!" is an urban initiative aimed at 
providing quality choral opportunities for 
underserved populations in and around the 
Chicago Public Schools.   
Sidney Megeff, Audrey Ferrell, and Karyl
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David Collier was coordinator of  the Percussion 
Immersion Track at the Music for All Summer 
Symposium in Muncie, IN June 26 - July 2.  This marks 
the 24th year for David coordinating and teaching at the 
MFA Summer Symposium.  Two of  David’s students 
also report successful summer activity.  Mallory 
Konstans, (MM in Percussion 2016), joined the faculty 
at Illinois College this fall as Adjunct Professor of  
Percussion.  Matt James, percussionist and senior 
music education major, received the Zildjian Award at 
the end of  the 2016 Drum Corps International season.  
This award presented by the Zildjian Corporation – 
maker of  cymbals since 1620 – is in recognition of  
Matt’s musical and leadership contributions during his 
years as a member of  the Phantom Regiment Drum and 
Bugle Corps. 
Geoffrey Duce taught during May and June as an 
international visiting guest faculty member at the 
University of  Taipei, Taiwan.  During five weeks in 
residence, he taught over 50 applied piano students, gave 
masterclasses, and also performed a solo piano recital. 
Kevin Hart and the Vibe Tribe had a busy summer in 
Central Illinois with performances at Robbie's 
(Springfield), Allerton Gardens (Monticello), Miller Park, 
Connie Link Amphitheater, Peoria RiverFront's CEFCU 
Center Stage, the Medici Craft Beer and Jazz Street Fair, 
and many other venues. The band's most recent video, 
“Deciding to Build the Field” (from the movie Field of  
Dreams), can be seen here. 
Lauren Hunt participated in the Spoleto Festival USA 
in Charleston, SC, where she was principal horn in a 
historical production of  Porgy and Bess and also 
performed in a number of  world premieres.  She also 
attended the International Horn Society’s annual 
convention in Ithaca, NY.  Finally, Lauren participated 
in the Marlboro Music Festival in Marlboro, Vermont. 
This summer, Bill Koehler recorded his fourth CD 
entitled "Living Time.”  The disc is a collaboration 
between Bill and tablist Manpreet Bedi, whose interests 
include contemporary classical music, jazz, flamenco, 
world music, the music of  India, and, ultimately, the 
fusion of  eastern and western musical languages.  The 
duo has grown out of  a sixteen-year friendship and 
artistic relationship, and as a result, they have developed 
a common musical language that allows for adventurous 
explorations in an array of  tonalities and meters, as well 
as in open and fixed forms, as the structure of  the 
compositions often dictate.  In their music, the 
compositional structures of  western contemporary 
classical music and jazz are combined with the 
improvisational and complex multi-metric rhythmic 
structures of  Indian classical music.  In addition to 
original works for solo and duos, the CD also features 
the  J.S. Bach Suite No.1 and Gabrielli Ricercar No. 6, 
 for solo Double Bass. 
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David Collier and fellow percussionists at the MFA Summer Symposium.
The cover of  Bill Koehler and Manpreet Bedi’s new CD.
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Marie Labonville published an article, "Plaza, Juan 
Bautista (1898-1965)," in the Routledge Encyclopedia of  
Modernism. 
Katie Leemhuis recently performed the role of  Javotte 
in Massenet's Manon with The Dallas Opera (her 
company debut).  She also won a grant through the 2016 
Giulio Gari International Vocal Competition in New 
York City. Finally, she was the featured soloist at the 
inaugural performance of  Evoke, a new song company 
based in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Kate Lewis had a busy summer starting with numerous 
responsibilities at the American Viola Society Festival in 
Oberlin, OH.  There, she performed Roy Magnuson’s 
Little Boxes for solo viola and presented two sessions relating 
to different aspects of  viola pedagogy, one with 
Christiana Reader.  Kate finished up her final year on 
the AVS board by serving on the conference committee 
and chairing the education committee. She is looking 
forward to starting her new appointment as president-
elect of  IL ASTA this fall.  Finally, this summer marked 
the first meetings of  the Normal Viola Collective, a 
group of  violists of  all ages who met weekly and had two 
community performances this summer. Although there is 
nothing ‘normal’ about violas, we all had a great time! 
Leslie Manfredo, along with Tim Fredstrom, sang 
in the Peoria Bach Festival Choir this past June, 
performing Cantatas No. 31 “Der Himmel Lacht, Die 
Erde jubilieret,” No. 66 “Erfreut euch, ihr Herzen,” and 
No. 68 “Also hat Gott die Welt geliebt.”   On June 22, 
Leslie was a clinician for the Illinois Music Educators 
Association (ILMEA) Summer Learning Series. Based in 
Normal, her presentation, which was given to Illinois 
music educators, was 
entitled “WHAT 
should I teach: 




on Standards.”  
Rose Marshack and Rick Valentin have a tour 
planned for late September and mid-October as the 
ensemble Poster Children.  They will perform in New 
York City, Washington D.C., Philadelphia, Boston, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Portland, Seattle, and 
Vancouver B.C.  They are re-releasing their Warner/ 
Sire/Reprise album, Daisy Chain Reaction (on vinyl, 
with accompanying essay by Jon Fine and extra artwork 
and sound composition) on its 25th Anniversary.  
Getting Warner Bros/Rhino to cooperate with licensing 
in a timely fashion was a crowning achievement for their 
summer.  The reissue will ship around September 30.  
They are also composing new material and spent some 
time recording over the summer at Electrical Audio in 
Chicago with famed engineer Steve Albini.  
Kim McCord presented the paper, “Improvisational  
Thinking in a Young, Gifted Jazz Musician,” in May at  
the Narrative Inquiry in Music Education Conference at  
the University of  Illinois.   She also gave the keynote,  
“Making Music Accessible” and a workshop, “The iPad  
and Accessible Music-Making,” in July at the 9th Annual  
Orff-Schulwerk Institute International Symposium, in  
Salzburg, Austria.  At the same conference, she also 
presented “Jazz Styles and Improvisation in the 
Classroom.”  At the International Society for Music  
Education World Conference (ISME) in Glasgow, 
Scotland, Kim interviewed jazz master Randy Weston in 
the keynote slot.  Also in Glasgow, she presented on  
Figurenotes, including one with alumna Nancy  
O’Neill.  She served as an editor for the  
Bulletin for the Council of  Research in Music Education  
(Special Edition on Narrative Inquiry Symposium), and 
received a Town of  Normal 
Harmon Arts Grant to 
support two concerts  
for children with disabilities.  
Finally, Kim has been  
invited to participate in “Rip it 
Up!”, an international  
think tank on music education 
to create a new vision of  
PreK-Higher Education music 
education. 
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Leslie and Tim at the Peoria Bach Festival. Kim with Randy Weston.
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In early June, Andy Rummel presented a solo recital at 
the International Tuba and Euphonium Conference at 
the University of  Tennessee-Knoxville.  He performed 
“Visions” by Roland Szentpáli, a major,  six-movement 
work written especially for the contrabass tuba.  The   
School of  Music was well represented at the conference. 
The ISU graduate tuba quartet competed in the 
chamber ensemble competition, and Tim 
Schachtschneider competed in the artist solo tuba 
competition and was selected to perform in the All-Star 
Tuba and Euphonium Ensemble conducted by 
legendary euphonium pedagogue Brian Bowman.  In 
late June, Andy traveled to Chicago to present a recital 
and masterclass at the Merit School of  Music Summer 
Tuba-Euphonium Camp.  Approximately 35 aspiring 
low brass musicians from throughout the greater 
Chicago area attended the camp this year, which was a 
record enrollment.  
Carl Schimmel has been appointed to the composition 
faculty of  the Alba International Music Festival in May/
June 2017, in Alba, Italy.  Also, his work "rite. 
apotheosis." was awarded Honorable Mention   
in the Latitude 49 Call for Scores. 
Daniel Schuetz performed the role of  Olofernes in 
Scarlatti's "La Giuditta,” with the Baroque Orchestra of  
New Jersey.  Robert W. Butts conducted the  
performance at the Washington’s Headquarters Museum 
in Morristown, New Jersey on May 1 as part of  
the centennial anniversary of  the National Park System. 
The performance was recorded as a portion of  a PBS 
documentary on the discovery of  the autographed score 
of  the work in the National Archives.  Daniel also 
performed as tenor soloist in Orff's Carmina Burana with 
the Heartland Festival Orchestra, conducted by David 
Commanday.  John Koch also performed as a soloist, 
with a number of  School of  Music applied faculty 
performing in the orchestra. 
David Snyder conducted two band camps this 
past summer.  He led the top band at the Unit 5 
Summer Band Camp and the third band at the 
Illinois State University Junior High Band Camp. 
He also taught and administered two on-line 
graduate courses as part of  the new fully on-line 
MMEd degree offered at ISU. 
Justin Vickers enjoyed a productive summer that 
included musical rehearsals with guitarist and composer 
Thomas Schuttenhelm in Hartford, Connecticut, for an 
antiquity-themed recording and recital project that 
includes song cycles for tenor and guitar by Benjamin 
Britten and Michael Tippett, alongside the premiere of  
a new cantata, Apollo's Lament, by Schuttenhelm. The 
duo will premiere the work at the Center for Hellenic 
Studies in Washington, D.C., in spring 2017. In addition 
to chairing a session at the 2016 Biennial Conference of  
the North American British Music Studies Association at 
the University of  Syracuse, New York, Vickers 
performed a half-dozen English hymn tunes at the 
invitation of  Dr. Nicholas Temperley for the Keynote, 
"Hymn Singing in England: A Shaky Start with The  
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Daniel Schuetz and John Koch with David Commanday and the Heartland Festival Orchestra following a performance of  Carl Orff ’s Carmina Burana.
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Whole Book of  Psalms (1562)." The tenor performed at 
The Newbury Library in Chicago, singing music of  the 
WWI Alliance (America, Britain, and Canada), in 
advance of  continued performances in the same series 
of  WWI lecture-recitals that he will present at ISU in 
April 2017 with pianist Geoffrey Duce before their 
Library of  Congress debuts in May 2017.  Justin spent 
the balance of  the summer completing the editing of  
Benjamin Britten Studies: Essays on An Inexplicit Art for The 
Boydell Press (2017) with Vicki P. Stroeher; contributing 
a book review of  Philip Rupprecht's British Musical 
Modernism (Cambridge, 2015) for Notes: The Quarterly 
Journal of  the Music Library Association (2017); and 
continued entries for Grove Music Online. 
News, Announcements, and Reminders 
Safety Reminders 
Please remember to lock your office door when 
working outside of  regular business hours.  Also, if  
you need an escort at night, call Redbird Safe Walk at 
438-8631. If  you discover someone in our buildings 
who you believe should not be there, do not confront 
the individual.  Rather, call ISU PD at 438-8631. 
Piano Humidification Control 
Please keep piano humidification units plugged in at 
all times.  If  you need to unplug for any reason, please 
plug them back in before you leave the room.  
Problems With Our Facilities? 
If  you have any facilities problems in Cook Hall, 
please contact Tim Schachtschneider.  For problems 
in any of  our other spaces, please contact Mona 
Hubbard.  To call in emergencies after hours or on 
weekends, dial 438-5656. 
Campus Box 5660 •  Normal,  IL  •  61790-5660 •  309.438.7631
Upcoming Events and the University 
Calendar!   
All events scheduled through Peggy DeHaven in CE 
225 will be listed on the University Calendar.  
Please check your events for accuracy and let Peggy know 
if  corrections need to be made.  If  your event does not yet 
have a description included, send text to Peggy so that 
she may add it to your event announcement.   
Upcoming Concerts, Important Dates 
9/2	 Mark Babbitt @ 8pm, KRH 
9/6	 	 Hearing Convocation @ 11am, KRH 
9/13	 	 Music Therapy Convocation @ 11am, CPA 
9/15	 	 Boston Brass @ 8pm, CPA 
9/23	 	 Wind Symphony @ 8pm, CPA 
9/24	 	 Audition Day @ 9am, CH 
9/25	 	 Symphony Orchestra @ 7pm, CPA 
9/30	 	 Jazz Ensembles I & II @ 8pm, CPA	  
10/2	 	 Choral Showcase @ 3pm, CPA 
10/5	 	 Simon Barrad @ 7:30pm. KRH 
10/6	 	 Sym Band/UBand @ 8pm, CPA 
10/9	 	 Afternoon of  Brass @ 3pm, CPA 
10/9	 	 Trios for Two @ 7pm, KRH 
10/10	 	 Chamber Winds @ 7:30pm  
10/11	 	 Convocation Recital @ 11am, CPA	  
10/12	 	 Faculty Jazz @ 	8pm, KRH 
10/13	 	 Marin Murawski @ 7:30pm. KRH 
10/14	 	 Viola Studio Recital @ 	7:30pm, KRH 
10/15	 	 Popper Concert @ 6pm, KRH 
10/17	 	 String Area Recital @ 3pm, KRH 
10/21	 	 Verdi Requiem @ 8pm, CPA	  
10/25	 	 David Gresham @ 7:30pm, KRH	  
10/26	 	 Faculty Brass Quintet @ 8pm, CPA	  
10/27	 	 Faculty String Quartet @ 7:30pm, KRH	 
10/28	 	 Wind Symphony @ 8pm, KRH 
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2016	-2017	Audition	Dates		 Saturday,	12/3/16	 		 Saturday,	1/21/17		 Saturday,	2/4/17	(Chicago)		 Friday,	2/17/17	 		 Saturday,	2/18/17	 	 	 	 		 Saturday,	4/1/17	 	
